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Oedipus the King is a play written by Sophocles. The writer presents the audience or rather readers with various instances of dramatic irony. Simply, dramatic irony happens when the situation meaning is understood by readers or audience but not characters used by the author in the play. In this play, dramatic irony plays a very significant role in defining the characters of Oedipus, who is a strong-willed, self-confident, intelligent, blind, and arrogant individual towards the truth. The author expects readers and the audience to understand the history of Oedipus very well before he does. For instance, Oedipus uses a lot of dramatic irony in his dialogs in the first three episodes.
Oedipus's ironic behavior is that he cannot grasp the truth undisclosed before his eyes because his ignorance is blinding him. By the way, he talks and acts, he seems to be a powerful and confident man. He mostly counts on his knowledge to know the truth instead of relying on the oracles. In the play, we see Oedipus looking for the person who killed his father- King Laius. It is ironic since he is the one who murdered his father. He knows he killed someone but surprisingly, he doesn't know that it was Laius. Purposely, Oedipus is looking for the killer to punish him. The readers know that Oedipus is a killer. 
Another example of dramatic irony in this play is when Oedipus marries his mother- Jocasta. The readers know that Oedipus was Jocasta's son. It is a dramatic irony to marry your mother without knowing. From the play, we see that Oedipus he very sad when his brother-in-law Creon accuses him of being the killer. Ironically, Oedipus accuses his brother of law as a hypocrite and betrayer. As the play continues, we get to see Oedipus pointing his brother in law as guilty for King Laius's killing. He says,' "What? You here? Murderer! You dare come here, to my palace, when it's clear you've been plotting to murder me and seize the throne of Thebes? You're the bandit; you're the killer." [Line 702-706).
The use of dramatic irony in this play crafts rising actions by asking dramatic questions in the entire play. Such questions create suspense in the readers and audience as they become dramatic irony and augment the play climax. In addition, dramatic irony enables the writer to write an inconsistent play.   















[bookmark: _GoBack]Reference
Johnson, S.K. “Some Aspects of Dramatic Irony in Sophoclean Tragedy.” The Classical Weekly (Republished by Cambridge University Press on behalf of The Classical Association), vol. 42, no. 6, 1928, pp. 209-214, http://www.jstor.org/stable/701419.  Accessed 7 Dec. 2020.


